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THE GREEN
CYBORG

Jeremy Edmiston

lex, o resident of Boston, went to an ATM bunker g
Aﬂigh: and gor more than fase cash.  The finane

machinery had a strange effect on him and his enecti
dermanded greater mtimacy with the machine than a shm
withdrawal would allow.  Afrer pleasuring himselfl on
machine's buttons he was left with a large pile of bills pro
ing from the cold metal lips of the cash dispenser.!

The machine age gave architeciure a device thar would "
thetisize civiliztion's domination of namee.  The m e
would prove 1o be so effective that nature, marginalized
h:mﬂmin"; irrelevant, would winee, .1:|:|'| and =|.uwl'|r dL'Inl‘.'l;'lt ,-:.:
extinction. The rise of the electronic environment has dh
H'il.'i:l“!.‘ll trachitional role as mature’s doeninattix neo crsis. he
melding of the computer and the body has now become the
rm:l-dlng of the electronmic environment and nature—a phenon
enon which oecurs o EVery scale. DRA |s mow consbdes il a
biological program that can be manipulared, which frizans the
VETY Essence of life caniot e comsidered -tul.t-ellp matuiral.
VAT, . Leonard Adleman, a imolecalas Iji.::l]ﬂgi.ﬂ al Eh .
Lniversity of Southern California, bulle a computer in 5 et
tuke froam DM A I:EIFI.'I.'HI'I'li.I'I“ il fEw L1‘||.‘||.|.'-l.t'r]. ol -:mly SPE -“'I-'
that life in a test tube can grow up o be a machine, but tha
DA can be the building block of the electronic environment.

Jean Bawdnillard claims that the body has Lest all ps dissinetio
and specificity, “The body is given over to the pure prosm
cuity of its relationship to iseli—the same promiscuity that

|



characterizes networks and integrated circuits™  Ir s 2
promiscuiry thar also exists between them. And one of neces-
aity, for as physical reproduction becomes less feasible, the abil-
iry to reproduce one's identity endlessly exists only on-line.

In 1960 Manfred Clynes created the cyborg, an organism thar
lives on the boundary between imagination and reality,
berween namure and the machine. Cyborgs, as embodied by
Rachel, the replicant in Ridley Scott’s Blade Runner, are so
compelling that Rick Deckard gives up the post-apocalypric
city and the humans in it to explore intimacy with the machine
he sought to destroy. The cyborg has become a paradigm for
the body and an image for the next stop in our evolution, While
techno-heads yearn for a day when the brain can exist disem-
bodied and plugged-im. their personalities extruded on-line,
B, Sirius, editor of Mondo 2000, dreams of a microchip brain
implant “that you clip into snug contact with your central
nervous system for instant fluency in a language you've never
heard, for expert systems knowledge in a new technology, or
for a new personality.”*

As one cultural image rechsces the body o grey marer, another
is s toaal visualization. The hard body 1s a veaming for che
build of the noble savage, a hody equipped more for our wilder-
mess—aof “don't fuck with me but fuck me"—than with manual
production and reproduction. Steroid use maximizes gym work
that is iself am eroticization of the mechanical, And silicon
injections—a form of body piecing—fulfill the fantasy of a poly-
morphous body, With all thar bulk, the body isn't real fast. No
matrer; our operational environments move with the speed of
the electronic pulse,

Arne Naess, founder of of the *Deep Ecology Movement,” tried
to artribure value to nature. His theory used the broadest defi-
nition of nemare, including non-living things.  According to
Maess, individual plants and animals (including humans) had
no wilue ourside of their ecology, their systems,  An environ-
mental space would therefore privilege the systems chat con-
srruct it, inchuding the systems surtounding it
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The Green Cyborg not only represents the seaming of naue

and rechmolosgy, ir 58 chat seam... Architecturs must connect
the inhablzane with the surrounding of nasure while also repre-

SEOTING ||Ii1r Cominect iim

In Modemdsm, the heart of the machine aesthetic was the toml
dissalurion of the body s the mschine, o stare which could
only ocour after the body had loss ies solidiey.  This permeabil
ity b5 now realizable on the electronic termin. The digitslized
body in microseconds can be stretched momphed extnaded op
secrioned like Me. Viensal... The preen cvborg, invisible to the
Modemisr, now roams our streers in search of architecture

When the first high rise bulldings were being developed in Mew
York, it was understood thar natursl forces would have m he
subjugated, and that air space was the new site, Theodome
Searret’s 1906 proposal for a 100-stoey building recognizes that
the same domination over gravity that such o heighe entailed
had to occur over the ammosphere as well.  While the technols
ogy did not ver exist, he proposed "artificial™ air, 2 commodifis
cation of matural alternacives for mass consumption.
[hroughour the 100 floors chobces were offered: a.) salt airg B
fresh air; o) drv sale air; 4V dev fresh agr ) medicarsd ain £
remperature switch; and g.) perfumed air. The promise of teche
neology was that by chocsing a tube, iInhabicanes could npess the
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hiealing powers of medicated air, and therefore no longer be wt
the mercy of physical distince.

However by the time the technobogy amived, airconditioning
wits not only the trivmph of technology over nature but also the

The

system wis limited o air within the building enclosuwre, conimol

erivmph of corporate power over workens' environmenis.

of &t was centralized, and management decided on the most pro-
ductive {cost-effective ) recipe far air. Nature was commodified,
not into atmesphenss of choice, but into comiption, tuming

structures into "sick baildings.”

While the new comditson berween the natural and the elec-
tromic has invaded owr culoure only recently, the Australian
Aborgine has "rouched the earth lightly” for centuries. Narure
has been stirched inro their civilizanon becoming indistin-
guishable from it Their "prmitive” hut s a finely uned green
mechanism. ¢ acrs as a process, interacting with natural sys-
tems b0 satisdy everyday needs.  The civilizatson is resd as
ancther orgamee system, inrerconnected with and overdaying
the established naneral sysrems.

When members of certain tribes of Australian Aboriginals trav-
el meroms @ verrin, they navigate wing a memorized map, which
s 2 song. This song, often leamed in childhood, & not only a
descriprion of the rerrain but an explanation of (s history, its
creatlon, i spirineal meaning and is ancestral connecrions o
those individuals. They draw the songlines using a seres of lines
and circles, representing paths and watering holes.

“The story of the Big Fly One was beyomd me. |t began with a few
straight sweeps then it wound into a rectangular maze and finally
ended into a series of wiggles, It took me ages o realize thae this
was a Dantas dreamang.  Joshisa (the man whoe drew the soagline)
had onee flown inte London. The maze was London airport. The
wiggles were the twists and tums of the taxi from the wbe sation
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The relacionship berween Aboriginal civilizarion and the nag
ural environment presents w with an interacrive pamdigm
Their huts are simply o sectioned-off privatized section o the
songline which—most importantly to them—continses
through the enclosure. The space Aborigines capiure to live in
is off the ground w carch breezes, and o provide Profection
from night roaming antmals, 1t's also a minima) insertion abong
i transient space, o space that exists 1o be moved through, and
that in tum moves throwgh a structure. Their civilizagon
becomes another sysiem juxtaposed onto pre-existing nanmal

systems. s inenesbon 8 more informational {through mychs

and legends) than phiysical







